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Windows Optimized 
Desktop Overview 

Meeting both IT and end user needs in today’s business environment can be challenging. The Windows® Optimized Desktop relieves 
the common tension between end users and IT by providing the mobility and flexibility end users want while preserving the security 
and control that IT professionals need. The Windows Optimized Desktop—which incorporates Windows 7 Enterprise, Windows 
Server, System Center, and the Microsoft Desktop Optimization Pack (MDOP)—helps organizations transform their desktop 
infrastructure from a cost center to a business enabler by helping IT make people productive anywhere, manage risks through 
enhanced security and control, and reduce costs by streamlining PC management.   

Key Enterprise End-User Scenarios  

 

 

 

     
I need a rich user 
experience and great 
system performance. 
Furthermore, I have 
specific needs for certain 
line-of-business 
applications — needs 
that may be different 
from my co-workers. 
 

Today I’m at a site visit in 
Phoenix and tomorrow 
I’m giving a presentation 
in Boston. I need to be 
able to connect to my 
corporate intranet 
anytime — whether I’m 
at the airport or sitting at 
a cafe. 

In our call center, we 
work at multiple 
workstations. I need my 
screens to look and 
operate the same, no 
matter where I sit. But 
with the older hardware I 
often have different 
screens and functionality. 

I know my PC is three 
years old and not exactly 
up-to-date. But I need to 
have 24/7 secure access 
to my client’s corporate 
server to store my project 
files there while keeping 
my client’s network safe. 

School’s out today, so I’m 
home with my son. I need 
to finish writing a spec for 
a review on Monday. 
Even though I’m on my 
home PC, I want to feel 
like I’m at my work PC: 
same settings, programs, 
and access. 

MDOP Application 
Virtualization gives office 
workers on- demand 
access to the right 
applications from any PC, 
without installation.  

BranchCache reduces the 
download time of data 
and applications for 
branch office workers. 

Search Federation lets 
office workers search 
across PCs, internal 
document portals -- 
including SharePoint® 
sites -- and external Web 
pages easily from 
Windows® Explorer. 

User State Virtualization 
provides a convenient 
way for office workers to 
access personal files and 
data from any PC. 

 

DirectAccess provides 
mobile workers seamless 
access to corporate 
networks without 
connecting through a 
VPN. 

BitLocker and BitLocker 
To Go encrypt data on 
PCs and portable USB 
devices to ensure data 
protection in case the 
devices are lost or stolen. 

MDOP Application 
Virtualization expedites 
the deployment of 
applications on a new PC 
if a laptop is lost or 
stolen. 

User State Virtualization 
allows mobile workers to 
access personal files and 
data instantly on a new 
PC if a laptop is lost or 
stolen. 

 

BranchCache reduces 
download time of data 
and applications, 
increasing the 
productivity of task 
workers in branch offices. 

AppLocker provides rule-
based structures for 
specifying which 
applications—physical or 
virtual—can and cannot 
be installed on company 
PCs. 

Windows Fundamentals 
for Legacy PCs and 
Remote Desktop Services 
provide access to 
applications from older 
hardware or terminals 
that may not support 
Windows Vista or 
Windows 7. 

 

Virtual Desktop 
Infrastructure on 
Windows Server 2008 R2 
provides contract workers 
with a full Windows 7 
experience from any PC 
while giving IT the ability 
to fully manage and 
secure the data and 
applications on the virtual 
desktop. 

Group Policy defines 
whether end users can 
copy, paste, drag and 
drop, or save data from 
the virtual desktop to the 
local desktop—ensuring 
that confidential data 
stays with the 
organization, even after 
the project. 

 

Remote Desktop Services 
in Windows Server 2008 
enables organizations to 
provide access to 
standard Windows®-
based programs from 
home. 

Virtual Desktop 
Infrastructure provides 
users with the flexibility 
to occasionally work from 
home and still have 
access to their data, 
personal settings, and 
applications. 

App-V for Remote 
Desktop Services and 
System Center Virtual 
Machine Manager enable 
applications to be 
streamed to either 
physical or virtual 
desktops. 

OFFICE WORKER MOBILE WORKER TASK WORKER CONTRACT 

WORKER 
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Explore the Value of Optimized Desktop Infrastructure 

MAKE PEOPLE  
PRODUCTIVE ANYWHERE 

MANAGE RISKS THROUGH ENHANCED 
SECURITY & CONTROL  

REDUCE COSTS BY  
STREAMLINING PC MANAGEMENT 

The Optimized Desktop helps make 
people productive across a range of 
applications, locations and devices.  

• Provide seamless access to data 
from anywhere 

• Give people access to the right 
applications from anywhere 

• Everyday tasks are faster and easier 

The Optimized Desktop provides IT with the 
security and control it needs to protect the 
business. 

• Protect desktop and mobile resources 
• Enforce compliance with corporate 

policies, government regulations, and 
software licenses 

• More secure Web browsing 

Streamline management with advanced tools  
to reduce the complexity of managing physical 
and virtual environments.  

• Simplify application and desktop 
lifecycle management 

• Improve control and automation 
• Keep PCs running smoothly 
• Manage physical and virtual assets  

from one place 

WINDOWS 7 DIRECTACCESS: Give 
mobile users seamless access to 
corporate networks without connecting 
through VPN.  

WINDOWS 7 BRANCHCACHE™: Reduce 
the download time of files and 
applications in a branch office. 

WINDOWS 7 SEARCH FEDERATION: 
Search across PCs, intranets, and Web 
pages from a single location on the 
desktop.  

WINDOWS 7 LIBRARIES: Enable a single 
view of content across multiple folders. 

WINDOWS USER STATE 
VIRTUALIZATION: Provide users a way to 
get their personal files and settings from 
any PC. 

WINDOWS INTERNET EXPLORER® 8: 
Give users a more productive Web 
experience with Accelerators and 
WebSlices. 

MDOP APPLICATION VIRTUALIZATION: 
Give users on-demand access to the right 
applications from anywhere. 

MDOP ENTERPRISE DESKTOP 
VIRTUALIZATION: Run legacy 
applications seamlessly on a Windows 7 
desktop. 

WINDOWS 7 SECURITY FOUNDATION: 
Windows 7 builds on the security foundation 
of Windows Vista, making it the most secure 
Windows Operating System to date. 

WINDOWS 7 BITLOCKER & BITLOCKER TO 
GO™: Encrypt data on PCs and portable USB 
devices to ensure data protection. 

WINDOWS 7 APPLOCKER™: Enforce 
application control by specifying what 
software is allowed to run on PCs.  

WINDOWS INTERNET EXPLORER 8 
SECURITY FEATURES: Protect against 
inadvertent malware installation, phishing 
attempts, and other security threats 

MDOP ASSET INVENTORY SERVICE: Track 
software deployment in your environment 
and determine whether all software is 
compliant with license agreements and 
corporate policies 

SYSTEM CENTER CONFIGURATION 
MANAGER ASSET INTELLIGENCE: Inventory 
and manage hardware, software, and 
licenses throughout the enterprise. 

SYSTEM CENTER CONFIGURATION 
MANAGER DESIRED CONFIGURATION 
MANAGEMENT: Ensure that computers 
comply with a defined desired state, 
enhancing availability, security, and 
performance features while streamlining 
systems compliance efforts 

SYSTEM CENTER CONFIGURATION MANAGER: 
Efficiently deploy operating systems, 
applications, and software and hardware 
updates across traditional and virtual 
environments. 

SYSTEM CENTER VIRTUAL MACHINE 
MANAGER: Configure, deploy, and manage 
physical and virtual infrastructure from one 
console. 

WINDOWS 7 DIRECTACCESS: Keep mobile PCs 
managed and up-to-date beyond the corporate 
network.  

DEPLOYMENT TOOLS: Ease operating system 
deployments and reduce the complexity of 
managing PCs and virtual machines. 

WINDOWS POWERSHELL™ 2.0: Easily automate 
repetitive tasks and increase IT Professional 
consistency and productivity.   

MDOP DIAGNOSTICS AND RECOVERY 
TOOLSET: Quickly recover unusable PCs and 
diagnose the root cause of PC problems to get 
end users back to work. 

SYSTEM CENTER DESKTOP ERROR 
MONITORING: Proactively solve application 
and system failures before they become major 
drains on productivity 

MDOP ADVANCED GROUP POLICY 
MANAGEMENT: Manage Group Policy lifecycle 
cost-effectively and with greater control over 
changes. 

 

RESOURCES 

• Windows Optimized Desktop: http://optimizeddesktop.com  

• Windows 7 Enterprise http://www.microsoft.com/windows/enterprise    

• Microsoft Desktop Optimization Pack for Software Assurance: http://www.microsoft.com/windows/enterprise/products/mdop.aspx 

• Windows Server http:/www.microsoft.com/windowsserver    

• System Center http://www.microsoft.com/configmgr 

• Windows Optimized Desktop Scenarios Assessment Guide: http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/dd334417.aspx 
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